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Biography

Joe McCarthy is a Senior Researcher with Accenture Technology Labs, where he has been exploring answers to
the following question: how can technology help to create, maintain and enhance relationshipsin the real world?
While many researchers are developing technology to support distributed groups and relationships in the virtual
world, Joe is more interested in exploring how technology can help support physically co-located groups. In par-
ticular, he is investigating how such support can be provided by an active environment: a physical space that can
sense and respond appropriately to the people and activities taking place within it.

Prior to joining Accenturein 1996, he was amember of the faculty at the University of Hartford and spent a number
of years as an independent consultant. Joe holds a Ph.D. in Computer Science from the University of Massachu-
setts, an M.S. in Computer Science from RPI, and a B.A. in Philosophy from Ripon College.

Research Interests
Thefollowing isabrief description of three of Joe's projects relating to ubiquitous computing:

Ubiquitous Peripheral Displays (UniCast, GroupCast, OutCast): An exploration of afuture where video displays
will be everywhere, permeating al of our environments, at home, at work, or in public spaces with a special focus
on what kinds of content are appropriate in what kinds of contexts.

PocketWatch Tools (PocketWatch, ActiveMap, EventManager): A suite of toolsfor creating greater awareness of
thelocation and activities of colleagueswithin aworkgroup, with an aim to provide more opportunitiesfor the kind
of informal communication that isincreasingly crucial to the success of project- and team-oriented work.

MusicFX: A fitness center environment that knowswho isworking out, what they like to listen to, and dynamically
adjusts the music to best suit the group of exercisers at any given time.
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